
A self-employed retirement strategy  
with the American Legend 7
Meet Sara 

Sara is a 55-year-old small business owner who runs a successful consulting firm. While she doesn’t have any 
employees, she’s focused on building her retirement savings in a way that offers flexibility, tax advantages 
and long-term growth potential. 

Sara is considering investing in her own employer-sponsored retirement plan but worries that the annual 
set-up and record-keeping would be too cumbersome. She wants an option that would allow her to 
contribute when it made sense financially each year and keep her funds within one policy. 

She decides to purchase the American Legend 7 SEP-IRA from MassMutual Ascend because a SEP-IRA 
offers relatively easy setup and administration and the American Legend 7 fixed-indexed annuity accepts 
multiple purchase payments. This gives her the control and flexibility she needs to align contributions with 
her business income and tax planning goals. 

Sara invests $20,000 into an American Legend 7 and allocates 100% in an S&P 500® 1-year point-to-point 
indexed strategy with a hypothetical annual cap of 9.50%. Because of the product’s flexibility, Sara decides  
to then make additional $10,000 annual purchase payments in contract years 2-5.

At the end of year 10, Sara’s hypothetical account value would have accumulated to $105,349. 

With an American Legend 7 SEP-IRA, Sara gains the flexibility to make multiple purchase payments and 
keep all her contributions within a single policy — all while maintaining access to tax-deferred growth 
potential and downside protection.

This chart assumes no fees, charges, or withdrawals are taken from the American Legend 7 during the illustrated 
period. Index past performance is not indicative of future results.  The hypothetical performance of Legend 7, as 
illustrated from 2015-2024, assumes a $20,000 premium, additional purchase payments of $10,000 made annually  
in contract years 2-5, a cap of 9.50% (using the S&P 500 One-Year Point-to-Point with Cap crediting method only)  
and assumes no withdrawals or surrender charges during the period shown.This hypothetical example is for 
illustrative purposes only and not intended to reflect the performance of any specific product.

Not a bank or credit union deposit or obligation • Not FDIC or NCUA-Insured • Not insured by any federal 
government agency • May lose value • Not guaranteed by any bank or credit union
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NOT A BANK OR CREDIT UNION DEPOSIT OR OBLIGATION • NOT FDIC OR NCUA-INSURED • NOT INSURED BY ANY  
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY • MAY LOSE VALUE • NOT GUARANTEED BY ANY BANK OR CREDIT UNION

The information presented reflects a hypothetical cap. The actual cap that we might have applied during this period would have 
been different and might have been significantly lower or higher. Different assumptions would lead to different results. 

Past performance does not guarantee future results. Performance can vary significantly over time. Early withdrawal charges 
and market value adjustments may apply. In addition, the one-year terms for our fixed-indexed annuities are not based on 
rolling periods or calendar years but start on the 6th and 20th of each month. Numbers reflect rounding.

These tables are not intended to show past or future performance of any indexed strategy. There is not one particular crediting 
method or indexed strategy that performs better than others in all market environments.

A withdrawal before the end of a term may impact the strategy value at the end of the term. When you buy a fixed-indexed 
annuity, you own an insurance contract. You are not buying shares of any stock or index. You cannot invest directly in an index.

The "S&P 500 Index" is a product of S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC or its affiliates (“SPDJI”) and has been licensed for use by 
MassMutual Ascend Life Insurance CompanySM. S&P®, S&P 500®, US 500, The 500, iBoxx®, iTraxx® and CDX® are trademarks 
of S&P Global, Inc. or its affiliates (“S&P”); Dow Jones® is a registered trademark of Dow Jones Trademark Holdings LLC (“Dow 
Jones”); MassMutual Ascend Life Insurance Company’s products are not sponsored, endorsed, sold or promoted by SPDJI, Dow 
Jones, S&P, their respective affiliates, and none of such parties make any representation regarding the advisability of investing in 
such product(s) nor do they have any liability for any errors, omissions, or interruptions of the S&P 500 Index.

Product issued by MassMutual Ascend Life Insurance CompanySM (Cincinnati, Ohio), a wholly owned subsidiary of MassMutual, 
under contract form ICC25-P1470025NW and rider forms ICC20-R6032320NW and ICC20-R6032420NW (not available in 
Massachusetts). Form numbers, features and availability may vary by state.

This content does not apply in the state of New York.
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